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General update 

Protests against a third-term bid by President Pierre Nkurunziza continued, primarily in several 

neighborhoods of the capital, Bujumbura. Presidential elections are scheduled for 26 June while 

Senate elections are foreseen for 17 July. The Government of Burundi appealed yesterday to 

“patriotic citizens” to make contributions to an elections fund established at the Banque de la 

République du Burundi in light of foreign finance for elections having been curtailed. The 

Government also criticized what it deemed to be international interference in Burundi’s internal 

affairs. Burundian opposition parties meanwhile issued a statement on Wednesday warning that 

the holding of free and fair elections under current conditions was not possible. This concern has 

also been expressed by a number of international partners and organizations.  

Humanitarian developments 

 

In an effort to ascertain any emerging humanitarian needs in the country, joint assessment 

missions are to begin tomorrow. Inter-sectoral (health; water, sanitation and hygiene; protection; 

food security; nutrition; shelter/non-food items; economic impact) teams will target three regions 

of Burundi: the north (Kayanza and Kirundo Provinces); the south (Bururi, Makamba and Rutana 

Provinces); and the west (Bujumbura Mairie and Bujumbura Rural). There is particular concern 

regarding humanitarian needs in Bujumbura, especially in neighborhoods most affected by 

protests, where access and economic activity has been greatly disrupted and people have been 

unable to earn living. Reports on findings are to be drafted next week.  

 

Also next week, and based on findings from these assessments and an evaluation of the current 

situation in Burundi, humanitarian partners will be revising the inter-agency contingency plan, 

with a view to translating it into a concrete plan of action. 

 

As of yesterday, the Burundian Red Cross reported 49 cases of cholera, with four deaths among 

those, in Nyanza Lac Commune of Makamba Province (southern Burundi) In a new 

development, the Red Cross also reported 10 cases of cholera in neighboring Rutana Province. 

On the other side of the border, the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) reported yesterday that 

containment measures to tackle the cholera epidemic in western Tanzania's Lake Tanganyika 

area appeared to be working. The epidemic had this month claimed 30 lives among refugees and 

the local community, but no new deaths had been reported since last Thursday. In all, 4,408 

cases have so far been reported, but the number of new cases daily has fallen to around 100 from 

a peak of 915 on 18 May. 

 

UNHCR reported in Bujumbura today that following verification exercises, Burundian refugee 

numbers had been revised significantly downwards in Tanzania to 46,983 individuals, down 

from the 76,520 previously reported. Together with 23,532 Burundian refugees in Rwanda (also 

revised downwards, from 26,759 previously reported), and 9,768 Burundian refugees in the 
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Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and 5,520 Burundian refugees reported in Uganda, the 

total Burundian refugee caseload since early April stands at 89,961. Confirmation was underway 

to determine to what degree the new caseload reported in Uganda may comprise Burundian 

refugees who had already been registered in other countries but who decided to seek assistance 

in Uganda instead. 

 

UNHCR also noted today that in response to unconfirmed reports this week of Burundian 

refugees returning from Tanzania in large numbers, it would be dispatching teams to evaluate the 

situation. 

 

On Friday, UNHCR and 17 partners launched the Regional Refugee Response Plan to protect 

and assist up to 200,000 Burundian refugees in neighboring countries. Under the plan, 

participating agencies are appealing for US$207 million for basic protection and assistance 

activities until September 2015, when the Plan will be reviewed. Providing clean water, 

sanitation and health services as well as shelter are the main priorities of the Plan. 

 
Background 

 

Civil unrest erupted on 26 April in Bujumbura after the ruling CNDD-FDD party elected President Pierre 

Nkurunziza on 25 April as its candidate for the 26 June presidential election. Nkurunziza has been in 

office for two terms since 2005, and a broad array of actors warned that an attempt to seek a third term 

was unconstitutional and contrary to the spirit of the 2000 Arusha Peace and Reconciliation Agreement 

for Burundi that ended a decade of civil war in the country. Despite an appeal by the Senate, Burundi’s 

Constitutional Court determined that President Nkurunziza was eligible for re-election – although the 

Court’s deputy president fled to Rwanda prior to this decision. A coup d’état was subsequently launched 

on 13 May in Bujumbura while President Nkurunziza was at an East African Community Summit in Dar 

es Salaam, Tanzania, intended to try to resolve the current crisis in Burundi. The coup was rapidly 

thwarted, and President Nkurunziza returned to the country. 

 

* * * 
 

The next Flash Update will be issued according to developments in the situation. In the meantime, for further 

information, contact Matthew Conway, Public Information Officer, OCHA Eastern Africa, at conwaym@un.org. To 

receive this and other OCHA Eastern Africa reports, please subscribe at http://bit.ly/1lunDLk 
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